
Quarterly Newsletter �1 August - October 2020

Friends of the Ridgecrest 
Branch Library  

131 E. Las Flores Avenue  Ridgecrest, California 93555 
Home Page: www.ridgecrestfriends.org  




!

http://www.ridgecrestfriends.org


Quarterly Newsletter �2 August - October 2020

President’s Message   August 2020 
by Brent Clark Palmer


If you've ever Googled my name, you know I am no stranger to big changes. I've 
worked for companies as diverse as Hasbro to Halliburton and lived in six or seven 
different metropolitan areas.  For years, I worked in DC on Capitol Hill where, like the 
sunlight on the mountains, it is ever changing, every moment. 

But one thing we can count on not to change is the importance of libraries. More than 
the stepchild of society as we have often felt, the library is more like a parent to 
society. No world can be a world without libraries. Try imagining it. 

So, I am not concerned with what emerges in the New Normal. I view this pandemic 
and its consequences as an opportunity to use our resources to strengthen libraries 
not just here, but in newly abandoned rural communities where we can help there too 
with some small programs or projects to help bring back or revive their libraries. 

You should be proud of how all your hard work volunteering and contributing for 
Friends has given us the ability to wait out confidently the public health scare and 
calmly plan the ways to continue to be supportive in the years and decades ahead. 

Remodeling at our local branch has been continuing, and Ridgecrest is leading the 
way with furniture concepts and experiments in designing socially distanced spaces. 

There have been a plethora of online story times and presentations and get-togethers 
to help give moms who have newly become teachers many special moments from 
our library for the children. 

The FRBL presence online has similarly introduced folks to some library-lover-related 
content such as Sir Patrick Stewart reading all of Shakespeare's sonnets on 
Instagram, or Taika Waititi's performance with friends of James and the Giant Peach 
on YouTube. 

But we are not disregarding the relevance of physical spaces and how a physical 
library can serve its community. We had already been watching and helping our 
library become a hub for social services and will continue to pursue this, perhaps 
even talking to local police and law enforcement how a library can help them as they 
too re-invent themselves. 

I don't know if people get sick of hearing my observation, but it addresses the worlds 
of fiction, in books, in films, in video games. In games where millions of people.play 
their characters in virtual worlds the size of US states or larger, there are always 
libraries in those worlds. It's not possible to create a world of fiction or fantasy in any 
medium that does not have a library or libraries in it. So too in our own emerging new 
world post-Pandemic.  

We"ll still get to support the library because we simply can't imagine a world without 
one. Nobody could. 

Friends of the Ridgecrest 
Branch Library is a 501 (c) 3 
not-for- profit organization 
affiliated with the Friends of 
Kern County Library since 
1986. Visit the County 
Library web site at 
www.kerncountylibrary.org 

A Proud Partner of 

United Way 

Giving Locally, Helping Locally


Board of Directors 

President  
Brent Clark Palmer 
760-499-0762 (text pref.)

netcowboy@gmail.com

Vice President: 
Memberships 

Carol Pearson 
(760) 375-7258 

capears66@iwvisp.com 

Vice President: Book Sales 

Brian Wall

(813)482-8045 

brianewall@msn.com 

Treasurer 
Nani Banks 

760-371-2583 

banksck@iwvisp.com 

Secretary 
Barbara Lupei 

(760)375-0304 

lupei@verizon.net 

Members-at-Large 

Terri Middlemiss

Peggy Johnson  

Patricia Walters 

Past President

Sandy Bradley

(760) 371-3590

sandy.bradley@verizon.net

Branch Supervisor 

Charissa Wagner 

Board Meeting Calendar 

August 19, 2020

September 16, 2020

October 21, 2020

No meetings in June, July, 
or December 

Meetings are held in the 
Library’s Community Room 
at 10:00 a.m. on the third 
Wednesday of each month. 

YOU ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 

Use the Community Room 
entrance on the west side 
of the Library 

Library Hours 

Mon. Closed 
Tues. 11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 

Wed. 11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 

Thurs. 11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 

Fri. 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Sat. 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Sun. Closed 

Phone: (760) 384-5870 
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📖 Librarian’s Corner 📖 
Charissa Wagner, Branch Supervisor 

The Ridgecrest Branch Library remains closed to the public and volunteers. You miss us and we miss you! 
Since June 15, we have been offering limited curbside services from 12 pm to 6 pm, Monday through 
Thursday.  
Some important CHANGES with curbside services:  

• We are NOT accepting cash or checks (DVD rentals and fines must be paid for online, preferably 
ahead of time).  

• We are quarantining all book drop, shipments, and mail received for at least 3 days (we roll back the 
check in date so something returned on the day it is due will not incur any fines). Shipments still arrive 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays but we do not check them in until the following Monday. 

• Appointments are highly recommended for fastest service though we try to accommodate walkups or 
last minute calls when possible (be prepared for a short wait).  

• We are still not taking donations due to storing what was here before the closure and what came out of 
the Community Room. Please contact Sandy Bradley (760-371-3590)  if you have books for the Little 
Free Libraries, as she is coordinating that effort. 

We look forward to serving you as best as we can with the new constraints. You can still request through 
ValleyCat if you are already familiar with that or call us with your requests (Mon-Thu, 12 pm-6 pm). While 
browsing is unfortunately out of the question, we are offering grab bags in a genre of your choice. 

Programming will continue in a virtual format and we will continue curbside services for the time being. 
We have not received any word, official or otherwise, on when curbside services will end. While the virtual 
format for programming brings about challenges such as access to devices and reliable internet plus comfort 
level with technology, the ability to attend programs in distant locations is a bonus. All Kern County Library 
branches continue wi-fi access 24/7 instead of only during open hours as before. 

Lunch at the Library continued for a third summer in a drive through, grab-and-go format and for the first 
time, included the next day’s breakfast. It was a huge success and we almost doubled our average from last 
summer. (See the graphic in this newsletter.) Many thanks to Sierra Sands Unified School District for 
providing the meals and staff. We also gave out over 400 books to lunch attendees over two days thanks to 
a Lunch at the Library grant.  

We are hard at work inside, and the branch is 
undergoing some big changes during this closure. (One 
benefit of not letting the public in!) The future Makerspace 
prompted a floor plan reconfiguration. Through a grant, we 
received $10,000 for furnishings to create a teen space. All 
of the adult materials (fiction and non-fiction) are together 
in one “room” and there is new flooring for the remodeling 
of the Makerspace, public computer area, and Community 
Room. FRBL and Peck Family Foundation funding is 
helping acquire some new shelving, with more to come 
later this fall.   

 The county’s budget calls for keeping the Ridgecrest 
Branch Library open. It is one of seven branches currently 
offering curbside services (Arvin, Beale, Delano, Kern 
River Valley, Ridgecrest, Taft, and Tehachapi). When the 
Rathbun branch finishes remodeling, they will be the 
eighth branch open for curbside services. In a document 
by the CAO’s office, the Library Department received some 
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additional, much needed funding with the intention of providing curbside services at Southwest, Frazier 
Park, Rosamond, and Wasco plus phasing in the opening of some other closed branches. 

 

YOUNG ADULT SPACE 

NEW ADULT FICTION/NONFICTION 
TITLES 

PUBLIC COMPUTER AND MAKERSPACE 
FLOOR 
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Membership News 
By Carol Pearson, Vice President-Memberships 

I have recorded 24 membership renewals during the months of March through July. Our librarian is making 
periodic checks there at the library and will be forwarding renewals to us that have been received from 
March forward.  

Please note your renewal date that appears on your mailing address of this newsletter. I will send renewal 
notices via postcard of e-mail to remind you, but it helps a lot when you notice and respond.  When you  
renew, please mail to our library and include “Friends” on your envelope so that library staff can relay it to 
us.  OR you can hand it in when you use curbside service. Just tuck the envelope in a returning book 
so that it is noticeably sticking out of the book. 

Membership Application for Friends of the Ridgecrest Branch Library  
Date:                            Memberships are renewable annually

❒ Miss ❒ Ms. ❒ Mrs. ❒ Mr.
Individual name: 

Organization/Business Name (Business memberships start at $50.):

Mailing address:

Phone: Email:

Type of Membership (check one):  
❒ Individual - $10 ❒ Family - $15 ❒ New Member
❒ Sustaining - $25 ❒ Sponsoring - $50 ❒ Renewal
❒ Benefactor - $100 ❒ Other Contribution - $_____

Please make check payable to:  Friends of the Ridgecrest Branch Library 
Please mail or bring to: Ridgecrest Branch Library 131 E. Las Flores Ridgecrest, CA 93555 

I’d like to volunteer!!. I am especially interested in (check all that apply):
❒ Annual Book Sales
❒  Ongoing Book Sale in the Library
❒  Ongoing Magazine Sale in the Library
❒  Pricing Books for Sale 
❒  Writing for the Newsletter

❒  Internet Book Sales
❒  Special Events  
❒  Answering E-mail
❒  Becoming a Board Member  

❒ I don’t know what I’m interested in, please call me
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BUSINESS AND ORGANIZATION SUPPORTERS  
AltaOne Federal Credit Union 

Desert Valleys Federal Credit Union 
Heritage Montessori School 

In Loving Memory of John Starr 
KP PRODUCTIONS Graphics/Banners/Signs 

Literacy Council of IWV, Inc. 
McDonald’s of Ridgecrest 

Nancy George Estate 
PackWrap  

Pizza Factory 
Ridge Writers 

Ridgecrest Regional Hospital 
Rusty Warren’s Automotive 

Sierra Sands Unified School District 
TJ Frisbee Bicycles 

Vincent Avalos, Edward Jones Investments 
WACOM 
Walmart 

Please let these generous contributors know that you appreciate their support of our Library.
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BOOK STORE HOURS 
MONDAY—CLOSED 

 
TUESDAY—11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 
WEDNESDAY—CLOSED through end of summer to accommodate library programs 

 
THURSDAY—1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 
FRIDAY—CLOSED 

 
SATURDAY—9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

 
SUNDAY—CLOSED 

 
Check the date on your mailing label!  Is it time to renew your membership?  
If so, please take a moment to fill out and return the application on the other 
side.  Not time to renew yet?  Pass the application on to a friend! 
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